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Ihlamur Pavilion: Peaceful haven in the 
midstofurbanchaos
Two small palaces, Merasim Köşk and Mabeyn Köşk, which were built 
in 1849 and 1855 respectively, were favorite palaces of Abdiilmecit.
The public and tourists may visit the palaces every day except Mon­
day and Thursday, and have some coffee or tea in the relaxing and 
lush green environment of the Ihlamur Pavilion.
... Surrounded by huge
walls, İhlamur Pavilion is like 
a shelter for seekers of green 
' amongst the concrete covering
of Beşiktaş.
Owing to its ac­
cessible location, Ihlamur 
Pavilion is much luckier than
Aynahkavak Pavilion which is 
now far from the central part 
of Istanbul. The Directorate 
of National Palaces has tried 
to revitalize the pavilion by 
organizing activities to attract 
visitors, and to save the two 
palaces of Ihlamur and its 
beautiful garden from 
loneliness and silence.
At the small studio 
located at the back of 
Merasim Palace, children who 
attend painting courses add a 
cheerful atmosphere to the 
Ihlamur gardens. Works of 
promising pupils are on 
display in the studio. In Ot­
toman times, the pavilion had 
a vivid life.
During the reign 
of Abdulaziz cock fights and 
wrestling competitions used to 
The interior o f the Merasim Palace organized in the gardens
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The gardens o f  the Ihlamur Pavilion are an ideal getaway from  the concrete jungle o f  Beşiktaş
which once covered an im­
mense area, reaching as far as 
the Black Sea, and behind it 
lay the valley between the two 
hills of Nişantaşı and 
Dikilitaş. The sultan, who 
weighed 200 kilos practised 
wrestling there as well.
Thanks to the Fulya 
River, the soil in the area was 
very fertile and the Ihlamur 
gardens were an excursion 
destination for the public.
These delightful gardens are 
now replaced by buildings.
Ihlamur Pavilion was left 
alone, a haven among huge 
buildings; today heavy traffic
Mabeyn Palace
passes around it in the day Dolmabah?e 
time. Of course, there is no 
trace left of the Fulya River, 
which dried up a long time 
ago.
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Merasim Palace was built by the Armenian architect, Nikakos Balyan
Two small palaces, 
Merasim Köşk and Mabeyn 
Köşk, which were built in 1849 
and 1855 respectively, were 
the favourite palaces of Ab­
diilmecit. He used to come to 
Merasim Köşk to rest before 
long journeys. Although he 
used to spend only a few days 
there, the tw'o palaces were 
kept clean for him. The 
sultan’s harem was said to 
have been located in the kiosk.
Nikakos Balyan, one of 
the Armenian architects of the 
Balyan generation who gave 
Istanbul a number of 
historical buildings, like
Palace, 
Beylerbeyi Palace as well as 
Ortakoy Mosque, built the 
two palaces. His style reflects 
a blend of his Western educa­
tion in Paris and a traditional 
Turkish influence. His 
students who were trained at 
the architecture school in 
Istanbul helped him in the 
construction of the Ihlamur 
palaces.
They were both built 
in the neo-baroque eclectic 
style in which the emphasis 
was placed on the facade.
The two palaces, which 
underwent restoration in 1975 
and 1985 are in very good con­
dition. The public and tourists 
may visit them every day ex­
cept Monday and Thursday, 
and have coffee or tea in the 
relaxing and lush green en­
vironment of Ihlamur 
Pavilion.
At the entrance through 
the huge iron gate of the 
pavilion, a round pool 
decorated with two sculptures 
of lions made of marble 
welcomes the visitors. With 
each step, walking towards the 
rear of the pavilion feels like 
running away from the chaos 
of Istanbul to a land of tall 
trees and green foliage seat- 
tetedall around. However, the 
dream will be soon over when 
you reach the end of the wall.
It will stop you from going 
any further, warning against 
the anarchy of trallic and 
cruel urbanization of Istanbul 
on the other side.
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